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RESEARCH ON INJURIES AND FIREFIGHTING
IN TERMS OF PERSONNEL

Yoichi YAMADA**, Masaya YAMAGUCHI***, Tomoaki FUKASAKU*,

Hiroshi OCHIAI*, Minoru IIDA*

Abstract

We investigated 40 accidents resulting in injury that occurred at firefighting

scenes during the year 2000. The main results are as follows:

1.

When considered according to position and length of work experience, those
injured were largely young firefighters with limited emergency response
experience. A look at injuries by position revealed an unusually high rate of
injury for fire company chiefs, who are usually not thought of as likely to be
injured.

Considered according to physical fitness, injuries to the more physically fit were
common, and included a large number of men at the age of 40 and over.

Those fire fighters prone to injury on more than one occasion tended to be less
physically fit.

A consideration of injuries according to the type of emergency reveals that fire
fighting accounted for the overwhelming majority.

Injuries resulting from cooperative work involving two or more people were
common.

Injuries were common when attempting tasks to which one was not accustomed.
Many injuries could probably have been avoided with more thorough training.

* Fourth Laboratory % % Ebara Fire Station * % % Meguro Fire Station
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