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Research and Development for a Rescue Stretcher for a Mass Casualty Disaster(Series 2)
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Sarin gas attacks hit subway station in Tokyo on March 20, 1995. Under the dire circumstances triggered by
mass casualty incidents, rescue work and emergency medical services were ardently conducted by the Tokyo Fire
Depertment's members and subway station workers. First priority was then given to the transpotation of the
injured over to the temporary first-aid station on the ground, and stretchers were in use for the victim extrication.

With the lessons learned from the deadly gas terror, the Tokyo Fire Depertment has been promoting the reserch
and development for a rescue strechcher for a heavy casualty disaster since 1996. The strecher is expected to help
firefighters achieve efficient rescue operations and work with less labor spent in case of major incident in an
underground shopping area or at railway station.

The strecher’s prototype was produced in 1996. Then in 1997. improvements and related tests were given to the
trial product with the results of previous tests taken into consideration.

The Series is to report the innovated strecher's specification and performance.
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